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Tus is a brief note on the py gap 
question, on the solution of which dépends not 
only the future peace of India but in a large 
measure the peace of the world as well. 


This note may be considered to be extra- 
ordinary. It is certainly extraordinary because it 
is written under extraordinary circumstances to 
make a very special suggestion for the solution 
of an extraordinarily difficult problem. However, 
I may assure the reader that I have been 
prompted by a sincere desire to make my own 
humble contribution towards peace. 


This note is addressed through the reader 
to the country at large. It is likely that some 
people will be greatly annoyed by its contents, 
but I may assure them that no harm or annoy- 
ance is intended. This is only a frank analysis 
of a very difficult problem and I have been 
actuated by a strong desire to make an effort for 
bringing about peace in this country. It is just 
possible that some will superciliously consider it 
presumptuous on my part to have written this 
note, but I feel convinced that the more seriously 
it is considered in an unbiased frame of mind 
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the more generously will it be appreciated. It is 
for sincere and thoughtful people like you to set 
the example. The final goal aimed at by me 
may still be far off but when the right path is 
taken by sincere and wise man the goal will be a 
step nearer. The cure suggested by me may 
probably be considered to be too drastic. In- 
deed, it may even prompt anger from many a 
good friend. To such I should say: “Calm 
yourself, and consider the matter deeply. The 
world is too far advanced for mere sentiments 
now. Take a practical and comprehensive view 
of things. In these days the questions of 
minorities are the major political questions of 
the world. They create and wipe out nations. 
They make war and peace. In fact, the very 
existence of the people concerned depends on 
their solution. If you are not prepared fora 
drastic cure, you are doomed to perpetual misery 
and slavery. If one master goes, another shall 
come.” 


Whatever the historical and other reasons 
may be, the fact is this that whoever dominates 
India dominates the world. India has no doubt 
great economic and natural resources. Nature 
has given her every advantage. She has raw 
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materials in abundance, she is a great market for 
trade, and she is blessed with man-power. In 
short, India has been blessed with everything 
that Nature can bless with. The one blessing 
that she lacks is unity among its peoples. No 
useful purpose can be served by giving in detail 
all the causes of disunity in India. One should 
only take things as they are and try to think out 
a solution of the difficulty. Many attempts have 
been made to find a solution of this problem, but 
somehow every attempt makes the problem more 
difficult of solution. It may safely be asserted 
that all attempts at unity based on such things as 
safeguards and electoral devices are bound to 
fail. The fate of the recent Congress talks with 
Mr. Jinnah has been the same. Any reasonable 
pact may look perfect on paper. But who is to 
work out the pact? Not the great leaders who 
make the pact, but the masses who inhabit this 
vast country. In countries like England, Japan 
and Turkey individuals are like particles of 
cement. In India they are like particles of sand. 
It is impossible for us to carry out a paper 
agreement. We are lacking in the spirit of give- 
and-take in practical life. 


This apart, there are other factors working 
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against unity. The Muslim culture and the 
Hindu culture are fundamentally different from 
each other. It is impossible to prepare a 
mixture of oil and water. In the present state of 
things all efforts to weld them into one nation 
are bound not only to fail but to make things 
worse for them. This is nota pessimistic view 
of things, but is only a realistic appreciation of 
hard facts. In some quarters the force of hard 
facts is not fully appreciated. It is, therefore, 
necessary to deal with some of them briefly. 


The concept of life under Islam is quite 
different from the concept of life under Hinduism. 
This isa basic difference. The past history of 
the two communities has accentuated this diff- 
erence and made it still more complicated. In 
every period, whether of Muslim rise and political 
consolidation, or of their downfall, or of the 
British rise and their political domination, or of 
Indian awakening and political progress, this 
basic difference has persisted to vitiate their 
joint life and as a result there has been between 
them an interminable clash of different politi- 
cal, economic and communal forces. Such 
clashes always leave behind ugly aftermaths. In 
an abnormal country like India such aftermaths 
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tend to become permanent features of life. 


The present position is this. The Hindus 
have had better opportunities during the British 
rule, and they are somewhat better educated 
and better organised. The Muslims have not 
had enough opportunities and they have neither 
made sufficient progress in education nor are 
they properly organised. Economically too, the 
Muslims are weak. The British are trying to 
flirt with the Hindus, and ignore the Muslims. 
The Muslims have now realised their weakness 
and they are now making great efforts to 
improve their position by organising themselves. 
But their task is being made difficult by 
interested parties trying to sow seeds of discord 
among them and hamper their progress. This 
is quite natural, because one can expect no 
honesty in politics in any country, much less in 
India. 


However, there is one thing about the 
Muslims which is not fully appreciated by the 
non-Muslims. The greater the wrong that a 
Muslim receives, the greater his urge for 
improvement. In fact, the signs of life and 
awakening that you may notice among the 
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Muslims are due to a large extent to the unfair 
treatment which they are receiving at every 
hand, 


The present weakness of the ‘Muslims in 
India has, however, thrown the non-Muslims 
into illusions not merely about the Muslims, but 
in particular about themselves. The non- 
Muslims do not seem to understand that the 
apparent rapid rise of a section of the people 
to a sort of political power in India is not so 
much due to their political ability or power of 
organisation as to the gradually conceding 
tendency of the British owing to the world 
situation. The Great War has brought in its 
wake many rapid readjustments of the British 
policy in all parts of the world, including India. 
Some people even think that the British have 
conceded or rather receded too rapidly. But 
there are quite afew people of understanding 
who feel that the British have been making 
these rapid concessions with a political purpose. 
They say that the British never make mistakes. 
The British are clever enough to see that 
democracy is utterly unsuitable for a country 
like India whose moral fibre has been com- 
pletely crushed by the heavy curse of the 
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caste-system. The British have deliberately 
made concession after concession leading to the 
Government of India Act of 1935. In the actual 
working of the new constitution, they are going 
beyond the provisions of the Act itself. They 
have made these concessions with the full know- 
ledge that the new constitution can never work 
successfully. They know the real difficulties 
in the actual working of the constitution. These 
difficulties are :—(1) the Hindu-Muslim question, 
(2) the untouchables, (3) the States, (4) the general 
disunity and other moral weaknesses caused by 
the caste-system. The British think that the 
conferment of political privileges on Indians in 
their present disorganised and disunited state 
would make Swaraj but a limping affair and they 
shrewdly expect that the limp would be permanent, 
needing always the help of the British crutches. 
If the British had waited longer, the Indians 
might have organised themselves better and 
might not have needed the help of the British 
crutches in future. It may be mentioned here 
that the Congress is trying to play the same 
game with the Muslims. It is trying to engulf 
them before they organise themselves properly 
and gather strength. 

Whatever may be the reasons of the 
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abnormal phenomenon of rapid and prompt British 
concessions, it has created an extraordinary politi- 
cal situation in the country ; and some individuals 
and communities have suddenly acquired a new 
importance. This has naturally made them 
grow swelled heads. The necessary mental 
balance will be restored, no doubt, in course of 
time, but not without much trouble and even 
bloodshed, as is evidenced even now in many 
parts of India. More than half the trouble in 
India is due to this wrong estimation of oneself 
and others. This weakness has not all come 
about suddenly owing to the rapid rise to power 
of some individuals or sections of the people. 
Not at all! It is an innate weakness in us 
Indians. It is mostly due to the cruel and 
unjust caste-system in the country. The caste- 
system appeals to the lower human instincts and 
breeds and develops false pride, vanity, greed, 
jealousy, selfishness, meanness, pettiness, 
servility, and similar qualities. Above all, it 
perpetuates disunity. The caste-system is such 
a power in the land that even the Muslims and 
the British took to it to some extent. Wherever 
the Muslims took to it, they did so in spite of 
themselves, because this system is really against 
the principles of their religion. The British 
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established a caste of their own to domineer 
over every other caste in the country. In fact, 
it is not easy for any one in India to escape the 
caste-system and its evil effects. The caste- 
system reduces the moral vitality of the people 
to a very low level. 


The great Hindu leaders understand the 
baneful and destructive effects of this system of 
life, and they are all trying, each in his own 
way, to cure this disease. Mr. Gandhi has done 
something to correct the attitude of the Indian 
people towards ‘“ Harijans”, as he calls them. 
The doors of some temples have also been 
opened to Harijans. These efforts may seem 
very laudable. But the truth is that this move 
will operate only to keep the Harijans still under 
the Hindu subjection under a sweeter name, and 
lull them thereby into a false security. But it 
is plain that the Hindu leaders’ concern for these 
untouchables is just to consolidate Hinduism, 
and to add greatly to the numbers of the Hindu 
community, and place them on a footing of a 
permanent political majority in this country, 
never allowing the Muslims any effective voice 
in the governance of the country. Whatever 
the immediate gain by such a move, the fact 
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stands that the root-cause of disunity, the caste- 
system, will persist in as acute a form as ever 
before. The caste-system has gone so deep into 
our blood! We cannot get rid of it easily. At 
the present rate it will take centuries to change 
the psychology of the people. This world and 
this life happen to be so constituted that real 
improvement is always very slow and deteriora- 
tion is always very rapid. The difference in 
going uphill and going downhill can be easily 
understood. The process of the reconstruction 
and reformation of society is bound to be very 
slow indeed. When this process takes place in 
a large country like India, every particle of 
whose soil has been breathing the foul air of this 
caste-system for centuries, the process of 
reformation will take a very, very long time 
indeed. 


I am going to suggest a short cut to the 
solution of this problem. I beg the reader not to 
misunderstand me, at all. I am making this 
suggestion in all sincerity. We Easterns are a 
religious people. As long as there are two main 
religions in India, unity is impossible. Some 
Congress people lay stress on the common econo- 
mic needs of the Indian masses, and they think 
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it possible and practicable to unite the Indians 
on economic grounds. Such Congressmen do 
not understand the real Indian life. They seem 
tolive ina world of their own. Their minds 
have been fed and nourished on non-Indian 
ideas, Therefore, they are incapable of under- 
standing and appreciating the real difficulties 
of the Indian problem. They are Indians 
only to this extent that they are of Indian 
extraction. They do not represent true Indian 
life. They cannot understand the complexities 
of Indian nature. Then there are others among 
Congressmen who think that the Indians can be 
brought together on a common Indian political 
platform, like the Congress platform. Such 
people are suffering under a great delusion. 
These people think that both the Hindus and 
the Muslims can work hand in hand as Congress- 
men for the salvation of India. They misunder- 
stand things, and their misunderstanding has 
been deepened by the apparent partial success 
of the Congress against British domination. I 
am not trying to minimise the importance of the 
work of the Congress. In fact,1I greatly appre- 
ciate the efforts of the Congress for the political 
advancement of Indians. But I take quite a 
different view of whatever success has attended 
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the efforts of Congressmen. Before giving you 
the reasons of the apparent success of the Cong- 
ness, I would like to tell you how the Congress 
stands in the eyes of the Muslims. You have 
heard this from others also, but I shall give you 
my own exposition. 


The Congress is really a Hindu body mas- 
querading in a national garb. It iterprets caste 
Hindu-interests in terms of Indian nationalism, 
and thus subordinates national interests to Hindu 
ideology. The people at the top who form the 
High Command of the Congress are clever 
people, and they are following in the “noble” 
footsteps of their masters, the British, from 
whom they have tried to learn the “ tricks of 
the trade.” But the Congress, being a Hindu 
organisation, has its limitations. The Hindus, 
crushed by their caste-system and having been 
a subject race for centuries, cannot as a whole, 
develop suddenly all the qualities which make a 
ruling class. They are a very amiable subject 
race, but they have not the requisite qualities of 
aruling race. The Congress is only another edi- 
tion of the Hindu Mahasabha. But the latter 
has this in its favour that it is frank. It openly 
declares that Hindustan is for the Hindus. I 
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appreciate this frankness. I expect that my 
frankness will also be appreciated by the Hindu 
Mahasabha, when I say that the Muslims ruled 
over India and gave peace, happiness and con- 
tentment to its people for centuries toa greater 
extent than their predecessors or successors. The 
British, in trying to rule over India, are being put 
toa great deal of strain owing to Gibralters, 
Mediterraneans, Suez Canals, and the ambitions 
of their new rivals. Above all, they do not under- 
stand the complex nature of the Indians. The 
Muslims have lived here for centuries and made 
India their home; and they know the Indian 
nature perfectly well because they have made 
themselves Indians. The British have never 
tried to make themselves Indians and they will 
never make themselves Indians. We, Muslims, 
have, by God’s grace, strong claims to control 
the administration of our country. We shall 
give India much better peace than the present 
Ministries, Congress or non-Congress. 


Let me tell the reader why the Congress 
has had its present apparent success. The 
secret lies in British foresight. The British are 
a very clever people endowed with many ex- 
cellent qualities. They have also a very long 
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and valuable experience in the art of governing 
other races. By losing their American colonies 
they learnt their bitter lesson more than 150 
years ago. They are, therefore, ever ready to 
concede. They are very prompt in changing 
their policy to suit their changing circumstances. 
At one time, you see the British Foreign Secre- 
tary using all his eloquence against Italy at 
Geneva. A very short time after that, you see 
the British Foreign Secretary advocating the 
cause of Italy at Geneva. At one time, you see 
the British Prime Minister signing the Treaty of 
Versailles against Germany. At another time, 
you see the British Prime Minister flying to 
Germany to placate Hitler. Mere sentiment 
does not trouble the British, as it troubles us. 
They have a full knowledge of the political 
weakness of us Indians. We must not think 
that the Salt Satyagraha, or the non-co-operation 
or none-violence movement, has frightened the 
British. It is rather the international situation 
which has made the British concede a few points. 
The British know their own strength and their 
own weakness, and they understand their own 
needs and requirements in the international’ 
field where other nations have newly appeared’ 
as their rivals. Can one really believe that the 
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creed of non-violence has appealed to the 
British? The British Bull Dog would never 
have relaxed his hold on India if his back-side 
had not been tickled by more powerful hands. 
The British, in their own interest, are following 
a general policy of appeasement and concession 
everywhere. Ireland, Egypt, India and even 
Italy and Germany have been benefited by this 
policy of appeasement. The creed of non- 
violence and Satyagraha have been useful in 
some ways, but it has not forced the hands of 
the British. Whatever the merits of Satya- 
graha and non-violence may be, it is certain 
that disarmed subject races cannot be violent 
even if they wish to be violent, and their sullen 
anger or resentment can only take the form of 
satyagraha. This is the only course open to 
them. However, Mr. Gandhi has managed 
things very cleverly, and credit is certainly due 
to him for making a virtue of a necessity. Non- 
violence and Satyagraha have certainly given 
a sort of political consciousness to the masses, 
although the value of this political consciousness 
for the purpose of Swaraj is doubtful. It will 
recoil on the future Governments of the country, 
particularly the Congress. 

The so-called nationalist Muslims have 
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created another delusion in the minds of the 
Congress people. These political bats have 
caused the country a great deal of harm. 
They seem to think that the Hindus and the 
Muslims can work together within the Congress 
fold. This is possible only if the Muslims give 
up Islam, or the Hindus give up Hinduism, or 
both give up their respective religions. My 
dear reader, you will perhaps think that these 
are the ideas of a bigotted person, or a reac- 
tionary or a conservative. The fact is that it is 
impossible for a non-Muslim to fully appreciate 
these ideas. Only a Muslim and a true Muslim 
can understand these ideas. A Muslim is 
Muslim first and every other thing afterwards. 
A Muslim is a brother to every other Muslim 
without regard to the countries of their birth. 
One might, perhaps, think that this is pan- 
Islamism. Let me explain that the word pan- 
Islamism has been coined by Europeans who 
resent or fear the rise and union of Muslims. 
The prefix, pan, is not at all necessary for Islam. 
Islam is one without the prefix, pan. Islam was 
bornas such. Islam is not Islam if it is not pan- 
Islam. The real thing is that true Muslims all 
over the world are brothers and they should be 
united. As the Muslims, in these days, are not 
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good Muslims, they are not united. They will 
certainly unite when there is a real danger to 
Islam. For the present the Muslims in different 
countries are separate and they are considered 
to be separate entities. For this reason, when, 
through the laudable efforts of the late Syed 
Jamal-ud-Din Afghani, there was some talk of 
the union of the Muslims all over the world, 
the European writers invented the prefix, pan, 
which I have tried to show above is quite 
unnecessary and misleading. There can, there- 
fore, be no real welding together of Hindus and 
Muslims. 

It is difficult to understand the inner work- 
ings of the minds of the so-called nationalist 
Muslims. There is only one interpretation of 
this abnormal phenomenon. The anti-British 
feeling is common to the Congress Hindus and 
the so-called nationalist Muslims. This seems 
to be the only reason why some Muslim British 
haters have joined hands with some Hindu 
British haters. It seems that this “ adversity ” 
has made of them “strange bed-fellows.” The 
British have now cleverly removed themselves 
to a great extent from the field of internal 
politics. The Hindus and the Muslims are now 
left to confront each other in the field of Indian 
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politics. Their cultural, economic, religious, 
political and other interests clash with each 
other. The Hindu-Muslim strife is bound to 
grow more and more acute as time passes. Are 
we so much out of touch with Indian life that 
we should consider their co-operation and union 
possible? Do wenot know that the Muslims 
are untouchables to the Hindus? This has 
been their attitude for centuries, and now it is 
becoming more and more apparent for political 
reasons. Apart from that, the Hindus wish to 
monopolise trade, and other economic assets of 
the country. When for instance a Muslim 
opens a shop in a bazar, the Hindu shopkeepers 
combine against him and introduce artificial 
reduction in their prices, and make it impossible 
for the Muslim shop to run. The poor Muslim 
is unable to stand this unfair competition, and 
he ultimately closes hisshop. This is happening 
every day in every line of business all over India. 
The same story is repeated of other professions. 
The Hindu clients boycott Muslim pleaders, 
the Hindu tenants harass Muslim Zamindars, 
the Hindu Zamindars harass and eject Muslim 
tenants, and Hindu landlords do not let their 
shops and houses to Muslims. Hindu teachers 
do not teach Muslim pupils properly. There 
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are many subtle ways of doing this mischief. 
Hindu teachers do not remove the difficulties of 
Muslim boys. They are not strict with them as 
regards discipline. In this way every walk of 
life is vitiated by this strife. 


The Muslim community is economically 
weak and politically unorganized. They are 
being harassed in every walk of life. In this 
state of things some good people are trying to 
solve this Hindu-Muslim question. This is 
either self-delusion or political camouflage. 
Whatever it may be, I venture to predict that it 
can never succeed, it will make things worse. 
The future will show whether they are in the 
right or I. My dear reader, if you will kindly 
reflect, they are all barren methods which these 
people are trying. There is one and only one 
way of solving the Hindu-Muslim problem. As 
I have stated above, there should be only one 
religion in the whole of India, one common 
moral consciousness for all the people. It can 
either be Hinduism or Islam. Now look at the 
world of to-day. There are four principal 
religions in the world, Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism and Hinduism. In the whole world 
the Muslims form culturally the largest unit, 
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possessing, as no other body does, the essential 
qualities of solidarity that a universal brother- 
hood should enjoy. By virtue of their noble 
creed, they are spreading all over the earth and 
are ever multiplying their numbers, and to-day 
they outnumber the entire heterogenous body 
of the Hindus, who are entirely confined to 
India. Suppose the entire India should become 
Hindu, it will still continue to suffer from the 
curse of the caste-system, and will not attain 
the much-desired unity. It is very likely that 
foreign domination will continue. If one para- 
mount power goes, another will come in. The 
most important point is that if the whole of 
India were Hindu, the Hindu-Muslim question 
would assume a more acute form. There would 
be Hindus in India and Muslims in Central and 
Western Asia, and there will, as before, be 
constant wars and invasions. The most sensible 
procedure is for India to adopt Islam. There 
are decidedly great advantages in that. India 
will become a great and independent power, and 
live in a perpetual league with the great belt of 
Islam stretching itself across two great conti- 
nents right up to the Atlantic. If this happens, 
we shall be powerful enough to conquer and 
civilize the whole world on a monotheistic 
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democratic basis. 


My dear reader, please bearin mind that 
Islam is the only religion which directly cuts 
across the idea of caste. When India adopts 
it as its religion, it will attain unity much more 
easily than if it adopts Hinduism, or if it con- 
tinues as at present. I have suggested this 
method as drastic cure for the ills of India. I 
have not suggested it asa means of political 
power for the Muslims, but only as a short cut to 
unity and power for the whole of India. You 
know that the Muslims, asa whole, are still a 
great force in the world. Some European 
powers and Japan are trying, even now, to please 
the Muslims and carry favour with them. Do 
please think in terms of world politics and do 
not think in terms of Indian and Congress 
politics, and you will see that 1 have tried to 
open before your eyes a magnificent vista of 
unity, brotherhood and power. I pray that 
God will give all non-Muslims of India light and 
show them the right path in order that they 
might declare themselves to be Muslims. Islam 
has an appealfor every honest man. No one 
should be misled by the present weak and dis- 
united position of Muslims and Muslim 
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Countries. This is because the Muslims of 
to-day are not good Muslims. But there are 
already signs of their regeneration and unity all 
over the world. 


If this cannot be done, I request the 
Congress leaders to leave the Muslim community 
alone. I am giving them this advice in great 
earnestness; for, they have adopted a very 
dangerous course. On the one hand they would 
negotiate with Mr. Jinnah and the Muslim 
League fora political Hindu-Muslim pact, and 
on the other hand, they would try to convert the 
simple-minded Pathans to their Hindu Indian 
nationalism. They are playing with a dynamite 
magazine. For political reasons, they showed 
sympathy for Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and 
Dr. Khan Sahib in their time of trouble. These 
honest Pathans are grateful to them. The 
Muslims think that the Congress is taking undue 
advantage of the personal gratitude of the Khan 
brothers, and through them, the Congress is try- 
ing to foist Hindu nationalism on the Indian 
Muslims. This only means that the Congress 
is sowing the seed of Civil War among them. 
Sooner or later, there is bound to be a strong 
reaction. I request Mr. Gandhi particularly to 
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desist from this dangerous game of visits to the 
Frontier. Who knows that suddenly the Islamic 
Hamiyat and Ghairat may be touched and 
there may be a terrible cataclysm; and Mr. 
Gandhi’s proverbial fast will not bring back to 
life human lives lost in such an upheaval. 1 
advise the Congressmen to give it up in their own 
interests and leave the Muslims to organize in 
their own way. If India is to achieve freedom, 
it will be through the Muslims. So let them 
organize and grow strong. Do not create 
obstacles in their way, and perpetuate foreign 
imperialism in this country. You and your 
religion are not cut out to sustain the burden 
and responsibilities of genuine freedom. The 
trouble in all Congress-governed provinces and 
even in the High Command itself, are cases in 
point. Moreover, the Congress seeks freedom in 
terms of the Statute of Westminster, in other 
words, freedom for the Hindu majority view to 
prevail in the Country. On the other hand, the 
Muslims entertain no mental reservations in 
their idea of freedom. Their religious creed 
calls upon them not to bow before any earthly 
power ; for the kingdom belongs to God, and He 
alone is Great, and weall are but to live as 
brothers unto each other. So, I earnestly 
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entreat you to let the Muslims alone. There is 
at present an awakening among them. Let that 
deepen, and restore to them the strength that 
shall emancipate India and make it a home for 
every one who wishes to stand for the dignity of 
human nature, including yourself. Believe me, 
in allowing the Muslims to grow strong, you add 
to your own strength. 

I pray every reader not to feel annoyed but 
to give a serious thought to my humble sugges- 
tion. This is the only road to freedom, unity 
and strength. 


Printed at the Ripon Pnnting Press, Bull Road, Lahore, 
by Mirza Mohammad Sadiq and pubhshed by Sayyed 
Muhammad Shah M.A, trom the Office of 
“ Paigham-1-Haq”, Tajpura, Lahore. 


